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derived from the rent much more vulnerable for the
landlord. The peasants are more susceptible to new
ideas offered to the institution. " Those who till the
land should have the land " is a principle laid down
by the late Dr. Sun Yat-sen and accepted, at least
theoretically, by the present government.1 A more
extreme view is spreading among the communists and
other left groups. All these ideas have affected the
sanctions described above. Peasants unable to pay
rent now feel justified in neglecting to do so, and those
who are able to pay will wait and see if they are com-
pelled to do so. On the side of the landlords, strong
measures must be taken to maintain their privileges,
and their available capital tends to be no longer in
agricultural land. The result is an intensification of
1 In the Preface to the Annual of the land Bureau of Chung-shan Hsien,
a follower of Dr. Sun Yat-sen wrote, " The agrarian problem is fundamental
to our national livelihood. If this problem were to be rightly solved, naturally
there would be a proper way out for our national livelihood. Only by the
solution of this problem can mankind gradually get rid of war. Equality
in land ownership has been the principle advocated by the Kuomintang,
Our chief purpose is to prevent the monopoly by a few, and to provide
equal rights and equal opportunity of land utilization for all the people.'*
Quoted in Chen Han-seng, op cit. p. 23.
Declaration of the First National Congress of the Kuomintang, 1924,
contains the following statements : " The principle of the People's liveli-
hood—This principle of the Kuomintang contains two fundamental aspects.
The first is the equalization of land and the second is the control of capital,
In as, much as the-greatest cause of the inequality of economic organization
lies in the fact that the right of land is controlled by the few, the Kuomintang
proposes that the State shall prescribe the law of land,, the law for the utiliza-
tion of land, the law of the taxation of land, the law for the taxation of the
value of land. Private landowners shall declare its value to the government*
which shall tax it according to the value so declared with the option of buying
it at the price in case of necessity. This is the essence of the equalization
of land. . . .
" China is an agricultural country, and the peasants are the class that have
suffered most. The Kuomintang stands for the policy that those peasants
that have no land and consequently have fallen into the status of mere
tenants should be given land by the State for their cultivation, The State
shall also undertake the work of irrigation and of opening up the waste.,
land so as to increase the power of production of land. Those of the
peasants that have no capital and are compelled to borrow at high rates of
interest and are in debt for life should be supplied by the State with credit
by tfee establishment of rural banks. Only then will the peasants be able
to enjoy the happiness of life." T. C. Woo, The Kuomintang and the
Future «/ the Chinese Revolution. Aooendices C. do.

